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When we asked Helen 
Cadbury to be our Big 
City Read author at the 
end of last year she was 
absolutely delighted and 
brimming with enthusiasm and ideas for events. We 
were thrilled to be working with such a vibrant and 
lovely author who was committed to both sharing 
the joy of reading and was a strong advocate for 
libraries. Sadly Helen died on 30 June, but it was 
her wish that the Big City Read go ahead. We have 
worked with Helen’s publisher Allison & Busby and 
her agent Laura Longrigg to create a programme 
that celebrates Helen’s work and her debut novel To 
Catch a Rabbit.

To Catch a Rabbit brings us bang up to date with 
a very modern crime story set in both York and 
Doncaster. We get to know Sean Denton, a young 
Community Support Officer in his first job with the 
Police Force and Karen Friedman, a weary mother of 
two who works for the Refugee and Migrants’ Advice 
Centre in York. As the two get closer to finding 
the people they are looking for, their stories come 
together in an explosive finale.  Along the way we 
follow the themes of immigration, trafficking, the 
exploitation of women and the complexity of human 
relationships and contemporary social issues in York 
and the wider world in 2017.

The Big City Read is about sharing the joy of reading 
and we hope our programme this year achieves this 
aim. We have a wealth of events and activities on 
offer, including a free copy of the book that will be 
available from your local library and special pop-up 
events from 15 September. We are very proud to be 
bringing you some of the very best crime authors in 
the country as well as the opportunity to get involved 
in solving our murder mysteries, talking about your 
reading and discovering new authors. 

Our programme wouldn’t be complete without 
involvement and support from our partners and you 
will find their events and events they have sponsored 
within the brochure.

We were overwhelmed by your very many positive 
comments about our Big City Read last year and we 
have shared some of them with you in this brochure. 

Fiona Williams, Chief Executive,  
Explore York Libraries and Archives

Booking is quicker and easier than ever this year! 
The majority of our events, including the free ones 
can be booked online. To book please go to www.
exploreyork.org.uk/bigcityread and follow the link 
to the event listing. If you need some help with 
booking, please ask at any library in York.

Booking is essential for all events unless otherwise 
stated.

Some of our partner events can be booked directly 
with them and this is indicated in the event listing in 
the brochure.

You can collect your 
free copy of To 
Catch a Rabbit from 
any library in York 
from 15 September 
through to 10 
November, while 
stocks last.

We will also be 
holding pop-up 
giveaway events in 
surprise locations 
across the city, so 
keep your eye on 
our Facebook and 
Twitter pages to 
find out when we 
are near you.

The free books are in standard print format, but if 
you prefer to use another format, you can borrow 
our book in an alternative format online, or from 
your local library. 

• Ask at your local library about requesting a copy in 
large print or audio CD

• Click on the Catalogue Search button on the 
Explore homepage www.exploreyork.org.uk to 
find copies as e-books and audio-downloads 

to York’s Big 
City Read 2017

book

rabbit
WELCOME

HOW TO

TO CATCH A

A good idea to face 
people with a book they 

probably would not have 
considered reading.
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This is your chance to take part in the Big City Read 
and write your own crime story!

Flash Fiction is a story told in very few words. It has 
been around for years, but has become popular 
more recently because of the simplicity of publishing 
online using platforms like Twitter.

To give you some inspiration we commissioned our 
Big City Read author Helen Cadbury to write her 
own flash fiction story aimed at younger readers, 
The Red Bicycle, which is available from our libraries 
along with your copy of To Catch a Rabbit.

We challenge you to write a crime story set in York in 
500 words. Our competition will be judged in three 
age groups, 8 - 11 years, 12 – 15 years and 16+ years.

All you need to do to enter is to write your story 
and send it as an attachment to an email using 
the subject line Flash Fiction Story to contact@
exploreyork.org.uk. Your story should have the title 
at the top of every page, but should not have your 
name on it.

Your email message should include the entrant’s 
name, age, gender, address and the title of the 
story and should be approved by an adult (parent, 
guardian or teacher) if the entrant is under 18 years 
old.

The closing date for entries is midnight on 25 
October 2017 and the winners will be announced 
at our celebration event at the end of the Big City 
Read on 10 November.

A complete list of rules can be found via our website 
on www.exploreyork.org/bigcityread and we 
recommend that you read them before submitting 
your entry.

The prizes of book tokens for £25 will be awarded 
at a special afternoon tea at our Rowntree Park 
Reading Cafe.

Goodreads is a website which allows individuals to 
freely search an enormous database of books, create 
reading lists, write book reviews, rate books and 
contribute to reading discussion boards. It is free 
to sign up and become a Goodreads member. Visit 
www.goodreads.com for more information. 

For this year’s Big City Read, we’ve set up our very 
own Goodreads Group to encourage discussions 
and complement the enjoyment of reading Helen 
Cadbury’s To Catch a Rabbit. After you have created 
your free account you will find us by clicking groups 
under the Community tab and searching for York Big 
City Read. By becoming a member of the York Big 
City Read Goodreads Group, you can let us know 
what you like most about the book, how you’re 
doing with it, what you think of PCSO Sean Denton, 
how successfully Helen Cadbury has managed to 
capture the York and Doncaster locations and much 
more.

If you would like to discover 
more about using Goodreads, 
you may wish to attend our 
free Discover Goodreads 
workshop at Explore Acomb 
Library on Wednesday 18 
October, 12.30 – 1.30pm.

Our resident Quizmaster at Explore has put his 
thinking cap on and devised a devilishly difficult 
crime quiz to test your knowledge.

You can get a copy of the quiz from any library 
in York at the bargain price of £1 and be in with 
a chance of winning a bundle of crime titles 
from our Big City Read publisher Allison & 
Busby.

Hand your completed quiz in at any library in 
York and we will find out who has got all of the 
questions correct. If there are more than 10 
correct entries we will pull the names out of a 
hat.

Entries must be received by 10 November and 
winners will be notified by 30 November

BIG CITY READ 
FLASH FICTION
competition

YORK BIG CITY READ 
Goodreads 

Group

BIG CRIME
Quiz
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BIG CITY READ 
Reading 
Groups

Our library reading groups will be discussing To Catch 
a Rabbit. You are welcome to join the group and 
share your views on the dates below – please contact 
the library to let them know you are coming

There will be pop up reading groups discussing To 
Catch a Rabbit in some libraries where you can drop 
in and share your thoughts   
 

Friday, 22 September 
1.30-2.30pm | Haxby Library at Oaken Grove 
Community Centre

Thursday, 12 October 
3-4pm | Clifton Explore

Monday, 16 October  
6-7.30pm | York Explore

Thursday, 26 October  
4-5pm | Tang Hall Explore

Thursday, 2 November 
11am-12noon | Acomb Explore

Thursday, 5 October  
1.45-2.45pm | New Earswick Library

Monday, 9 October 
9.30-11.30am | Dunnington Library

Thursday, 12 October 
6.30-7.30pm | York Explore

Tuesday, 17 October 
5.30-6.30pm | Copmanthorpe Library

Wednesday, 18 October 
6.45-7.45pm | Fulford Library

Wednesday, 25 October  
2.30-3.30pm | Strensall Library

Thursday, 26 October  
4-5pm | Tang Hall Explore

Monday, 30 October  
2-3pm | Poppleton Library

Wednesday, 1 November  
2.15-3.30pm | Clifton Explore

Thursday, 2 November 
10-11.30am | Copmanthorpe Library

Saturday, 4 November  
10.30-11.30am | Copmanthorpe Library

Saturday, 4 November 
2-3pm | Dringhouses Library

Acomb Explore
Front Street, Acomb, York  YO24 3BZ  
T: 01904 552651 | E: acomb@exploreyork.org.uk

Bishopthorpe Library
Main Street, Bishopthorpe, York  YO23 2RB  
T: 01904 552678 
E: bishopthorpe@exploreyork.org.uk

Clifton Explore
Rawcliffe Lane, York YO30 5SJ  
T: 01904 552662 | E: clifton@exploreyork.org.uk

Copmanthorpe Library
Village Centre, Main Street, York YO23 3SU  
T: 01904 552672  
E: copmanthorpe@exploreyork.org.uk

Dringhouses Library
Tadcaster Road, York  YO24 1LR
T: 01904 552674  
E: dringhouses@exploreyork.org.uk

Dunnington Library
The Reading Room, Church St, York YO19 5PW  
T: 01904 552668 | E: dunnington@exploreyork.org.uk

Fulford Library  
St Oswald’s CE School, Heslington Lane,  
York YO10 4LX
T: 01904 555444 | E: fulford@exploreyork.org.uk

Haxby Explore
T: 01904 552660  |  E: haxby@exploreyork.org.uk

Huntington Library
Garth Road, York  YO32 9QJ
T: 01904 552669 | E: huntington@exploreyork.org.uk

New Earswick Library
Hawthorn Terrace, York YO32 4BY
T: 01904 55262 
E: newearswick@exploreyork.org.uk

Poppleton Library
The Village, York YO26 6JT
T: 01904 552680 | E: poppleton@exploreyork.org.uk

Rowntree Park Reading Cafe
Rowntree Park Lodge, Richardson Street,  
York YO23 1JU
T: 01904 551489

Strensall Library
19 The Village, York  YO32 5XS
T: 01904 552677 | E: strensall@exploreyork.org.uk

Tang Hall Explore
Fifth Avenue, York YO31 0PR
T: 01904 552655 | E: tanghall@exploreyork.org.uk

York Explore
Library Square, Museum Street, York YO1 7DS
T: 01904 552828 | E: york@exploreyork.org.uk

CONTACT
the libraries
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People and Places
Our adult learners will be exploring the importance 
of ‘place’ in the novel. How are the characters 
defined by the place they have come from, and 
the environments they live in? Do we recognise the 
settings described by Helen? Is this the Yorkshire 
we know?  We will be writing our own descriptions 
of significant places and publishing them on our 
‘People and Places’ website.
Contact 01904 554277 for more information 
about York Learning, ‘Get On’ and ‘Move On’ 
English classes.

Keep Up with the Children… 
Our Keep Up classes will be examining some of the 
challenges faced by Sean Denton. How significant is 
it to the story that Sean has dyslexia? What are the 
clues? What are our experiences of education and 
how have these experiences shaped our careers? In 
our Keep Up lessons, we will also investigate ways 
to support our children with their learning.
Contact 01904 554277 for more information 
about York Learning, Keep Up with the Children 
classes.

Fun Palaces will be happening across the UK and 
beyond during the weekend of 7 and 8 October. 
Fun Palaces create fun, free events that bring 
together arts and sciences – but above all people – 
to work together, create together, have fun together, 
and in doing so, build our own communities, from 
the grassroots up. Find out what is happening and 
how you can get involved by visiting your local 
Explore Library

• Random Acts of Poetry Poetry will be appearing 
where you least expect it. From pop-up poets in 
residence to free poems with your morning coffee, 
we’ll celebrate the power of poetry in its many forms. 
All libraries. Free. 

• Poetry themed fun for children With rhyming 
storytimes and poetry writing activities. All libraries.

• 12-2pm Poetry Platform Poets from York and 
beyond will entertain and surprise you with 
spellbinding words and music. In the café at York 
Explore. Free. Drop-in

• 2.30-4.30pm Poetry Workshop with Anna 
Woodford We will be exploring freedom to travel 
with our bodies and our minds in this lively informal 
creative writing workshop. At York Explore. Free - 
booking essential.

• 7pm Finding the Words at York Explore 
Enjoyment guaranteed! Listen to poets from 
Yorkshire and beyond with a glass in your hand,  
at our relaxed and welcoming monthly poetry 
evening. At York Explore. £3

• Exhibition -  (T) here by Anna Woodford  For six 
months in 2016, poet Anna Woodford was based at 
York University’s CoMotion project, writing poems for 
display on 100 buses in the city. Her poetic sequence 
(T) here explores the link between mobility and well-
being among older people. At York Explore from 22 
September to 6 October. Free.

More information: www.exploreyork.org.uk/libraries

National Poetry Day was founded in 1994 by William 
Sieghart and has engaged millions of people across the 
country reading, writing and listening to poetry. This year’s 
theme is Freedom and for us that means the freedom to 
find new ways to enjoy, discover and share poetry.

For poetry makes nothing 
happen: it survives

In the valley of its making where 
executives
Would never want to tamper, 
flows on south
From ranches of isolation and 
the busy griefs,
Raw towns that we believe and 
die in; it survives,
A way of happening, a mouth.
                WH AUDEN

The events were in 
different parts of the city 

and its surrounds - also times 
varied - the range of speakers 
were excellent - I cannot think 
of anything further that would 
enhance what was achieved 
this year.

THURSDAY 28 SEPTEMBER

#nationalpoetryday
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AT A GLANCE
The Big City Read

Date

Thur 31 August

Thur 14 September 

Fri 15 September

 
Sat 16 September 

 
Mon 18 September

Tues 19 September

 
Wed 20 September

 
Thur 21 September

Sat 23 September

Tue 26 September

 
Wed 27 September

 
Thur 28 September

Thur 28 September

 
Thur 28 September

Fri 29 September 

 
Sat 30 September 
 

Sat 30 September

 
Sun 1 October

 
Mon 2 October

Tues 3 October

 
Wed 4 October 

 
 
Thur 5 October 

 

Time

6.30-7.30pm

6-7pm

 
10.30am-12.30pm

 
4-6pm

 
6.30-7.30pm

6.30-7.30pm

 
6-7.30pm

 
11am - 12pm

6.30-8pm

 
6-7.30pm

 
During opening hours

2.30-4.30pm

 
6.45-8pm

10am-12 noon 
12.45-2.45pm 
3.30-5.30pm

9.30am - 1pm 
1-3.30pm 

11-11.45am

 
2-3.30pm

 
6-8.45pm

6.30-7.30pm

 
2.30-5.30pm

 
 
6.30-7.30pm

 

Event 

Val McDermid – Insidious Intent

Introducing Helen Cadbury: 
with Ruth Ware and Tom Harper

Crime and Punishment - History 
Detectives Walk in York

Truth, Lies, and Forensic Alibis 
with AD Garrett

A Taste of Mindfulness

‘Murderabilia’: Crime Fiction 
that looks like Crime Fact

Alison Weir: Anne Boleyn A 
King’s Obsession

The Big City Read Annual Walk

York Explore is 90!

Book Launch of Race to the Kill: 
Sean Denton 3

Murder at The Writers’ House: 
An Ann Cleeves Murder Mystery

National Poetry Day

Poetry Workshop with Anna 
Woodford

Finding the Words

Archives Blitz-It: Crime and 
Punishment 

PolliNation community arts 
workshops using microscopic 
images of pollen

Prison Life – a Tour with Original 
Objects to Handle

Getting Carter: Ted Lewis and 
The Birth Of Brit Noir

Get Carter

Criminally Good Fiction – 
Writing Murder

How To Commit the Perfect 
Murder 

Sophie Hannah - Did You See 
Melody?

Venue

York Explore

York Explore

 
York Explore

 
Acomb Explore

 
York Explore

York Explore

 
York Explore

 
York Explore

York Explore

York Explore

 
Clifton Explore

 
All York libraries 

York Explore

 
York Explore

York Explore 

 
York Explore

 
 
York Castle 
Museum

York Explore

 
City Screen

Clifton Explore

 
Haxby Explore 
at Wigginton 
Recreation Hall

York Explore 
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Sat 7 & Sun 8 October

Thur 12 October

 
Thur 12 October

Sat 14 October

 
 
Sat 14 October

 
Sun 15 October

 
Mon 16 October

 
 
Tue 17 October

 
Tue 17 October

 
 
Wed 18 October

Wed 18 October 

 
Thur 19 October 

 
 
Sat 21 October

 
Tue 24 October 

 
Wed 25 October 

 
 
Thur 26 October

Sat 28 October

 
Sat 28 October 

 
 
 
Sat 28 October

 
 
Mon 30 October

Mon 30 October

Mon 30 October 

12.30-1.30pm 

5.30-7.30pm

9.30-1pm 
1-3.30pm

 
7.30-9pm

 
2-4.30pm

 
2-4pm

 
 
6-8pm

 
6-7pm

 
 
12.30-1.30pm

1.30-4.30pm

 
6.30-7.30pm

 
 
2.30-4.30pm

 
10-11am

 
6.30-7.30pm

 
 
6.45-8pm

10am-2pm

 
7-9pm

 
 
 
7-8.30pm

 
 
2.30-3.30pm

5.30-7pm

7.30-10pm

 

Fun Palaces

Explore North Yorkshire  
Police online

1900’s Retro Games Night

PolliNation community arts 
workshops using microscopic 
images of pollen

Bannocks and Blood: An Ann 
Cleeves Murder Mystery

Frances Brody and the Kate 
Shackleton Mysteries

Traitors, Rebels and Assassins! 
– Threats to Tudor Kings and 
Queens

Bannocks and Blood: An Ann 
Cleeves Murder Mystery

Psychological perspectives on 
the experiences of vulnerable 
migrants

Discover Goodreads

How To Commit the Perfect 
Murder

Refugees, asylum and women’s 
human trafficking in fiction: a 
discussion 

1900’s Retro Games Family 
Afternoon

Explore North Yorkshire Police 
online

The Game’s Afoot: An encounter 
with Sherlock Holmes and Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle

Finding the Words

North Yorkshire Police Information 
Drop in and Property Marking

Bannocks and Blood: An Ann 
Cleeves Murder Mystery 
 

History Wardrobe presents The 
Red Ribbon 

Discover E-reading with Explore

Zombies in York

Murder Ballads at The Exhibition

 

All York libraries

York Explore

 
York Explore

York Explore 

 
 
Bishopthorpe 
Library

Haxby Memorial 
Hall

York Explore

 
 
Dringhouses 
Library

York Explore

 
 
Acomb Explore

York Explore

 
York Explore

 
 
York Explore

 
Tang Hall 
Explore

York Explore

 
 
York Explore

York Explore

 
Haxby Explore 
at Oaken Grove 
Community 
Centre

Dunnington 
Library Reading 
Room

Clifton Explore

York Explore

The Exhibition, 
Bootham

Date Time Event Venue
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Tue 31 October

Tue 31 October

 
Wed 1 November

 
Wed 1 November

 
Wed 1 November

 
Thur  2 November 

 
 
Sat 4 November

Sat 4 November 

Sat 4 November 

 
Mon 6 November 

Tue 7 November

 
Fri 10 November 

Thur 16 November

14 September to  
10 November 

14 September to  
10 November 

27 October to  
24 November

1-4pm 

6.30-8.30pm

 
10am-4pm

 
12.30 – 1.30pm

 
2-4pm

 
6-7.30pm

 
 
10am-1pm

2-4pm 

3-4.30pm

 
6.30-7.30pm

10am-4pm

 
6-7.30pm

 
6.45-8pm

During Library 
opening hours

During Museum 
opening hours

During Library 
opening hours

Family Day 

Death at the Dig: Murder Mystery 
with Kate Ellis

Family Day Hack Media Camp 
2017 – “Cross PolliNation.”

Explore North Yorkshire Police 
online

Golden Age Crime with Martin 
Edwards

Crime and Hard Times by the 
Dirty River: An evening of Hull 
Noir

Family Day

Pamela Hartshorne: Writing 
Elizabethan York 

Castle Museum Book Club  
Special – To Catch a Rabbit

A Taste of Mindfulness

Poetry Workshop with Carole 
Bromley: Migrations and Margins

Mark Billingham and Chris 
Brookmyre

Finding the Words

Who Broke the Library Window? 

Be a Museum Detective 

PolliNation art installation

York Explore

York Explore

 
York Explore

 
Acomb Explore

 
Copmanthorpe 
Library

York Explore

 
 
Acomb Explore

New Earswick 
Library 

York Castle 
Museum

York Explore

York Explore

 
York Explore

 
York Explore

All York Libraries 

York Army 
Museum

York Explore

Date Time Event Venue

I like the idea of a 
whole city reading (or 

having access to) the same 
book at the same time and 
there being a community of 
readers, some known and 
some unknown, having a 
similar experience. I have 
greatly appreciated the 
lectures and talks that I’ve 
been to

How you can support us!
Explore is a not-for-profit organisation and 
we are passionate about the importance of 
everyone being able to have a library service.
If you would like to make a donation to support 
our work you will find a donation box in every 
library and can donate via our website.

Tell us what you think of 
the Big City Read
If you write your email address on one of our cards 
when you collect your book we will contact you after 
10 November to ask you what you thought.
If you can’t wait to tell us what you think there is a 
feedback button on our webpage  
www.exploreyork.org.uk/bigcityread
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Thursday 31 August  
6.30-7.30pm | York Explore
Join us for a pre Big City Read 
treat as we welcome number one 
bestseller, Val McDermid as she 
returns with her pulse-pounding, 
suspenseful new novel featuring 
two of the most distinctive and 
iconic characters in crime fiction: 
Tony Hill and Carol Jordan. 
Adults. £7.50.

Thursday 14 September 
6.15-7.30pm | York Explore
Join us for the launch of our 
Big City Read 2017. York’s own 
Tom Harper will be talking to 
bestselling psychological crime 
writer Ruth Ware about To Catch 
a Rabbit, their friendship with 
Helen and why the Big City 
Read is so 
important in 
sharing the 
joy of reading 
with people in 
York.
Adults. £5 

Val McDermid – Insidious Intent 

Introducing Helen Cadbury:  
with Ruth Ware and Tom Harper 

MAIN EVENTS
The Big City Read Crime and Punishment - History 

Detectives Walk in York

Friday 15 September 
10.30am-12.30pm | York Explore
Join WEA history tutor Katie Croft 
to play history detective through 
the streets of York, discovering 
some of its darkest secrets. Meet 
in the Foyer at Explore York Library. 
Adults. Free, but booking essential. 

Truth, Lies, and Forensic 
Alibis with AD Garrett

Saturday 16 September
4-6pm | Acomb Explore 
AD Garrett is a crime writer, but 
all is not as it seems.  Find out 
how the real forensic experts 
deal with a crime scene – 
and how crime writers make 
sure they get the facts right. 
Examine the evidence at our 
‘crime scene’, and chat with the 
writer and the forensic expert 
who together form the writing 
collaboration, A.D. Garrett. Pit 
your wits against the experts in 
this fun, friendly event and see 
if you can find clues that could 
help to solve a major crime. 
Adults. £7.50. 

A Taste of Mindfulness  

Monday 18 September
6.30-7.30pm | York Explore
This mindfulness session 
will focus on nurturing and 
being good to ourselves; and 
will explore how to develop 
awareness of our own health and 
wellbeing. Ticket price includes a 
hot drink and cake. Adults. £10.

Tuesday 19 September
6.30-7.30pm | York Explore
An in-depth look at gruesome 
murder artefacts, discussing the 
ways that we use crime fiction to 
decode crime fact. Not for the 
squeamish! Adults. £3. 

‘Murderabilia’: Crime Fiction 
that looks like Crime Fact

This has been the best 
Big City Read yet. The 

book was superbly written 
and challenging, unlike some 
of the previous BCRs. The 
programme of events didn’t let 
the book down either - it will 
be difficult to follow up next 
year. I can’t find anything to 
criticise.
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The Big City Read Annual Walk 

Thursday 21 September
11a -12pm | York Explore
This will be an hour’s walk 
through the streets and 
snickleways of central York based 
on this year’s Big City Read novel. 
It will take in the places referred 
to in the book with a running 
commentary from the walk leader 
on the places and how they tie in 
with the novel. All Ages. Free. No 
booking needed.
This walk will not be accessible to 
pushchairs and wheelchair users 
as some steps will be included. 
Please wear suitable clothes and 
footwear for walking

York Explore is 90!

Saturday 23 September 
York Explore
We are celebrating the 90th 
birthday of our  building on 
Library Square. Join in the 
celebration, have fun and find 
out how you can support us into 
the future. Visit our website for 
more details www.exploreyork.
org.uk. All Ages. Free. Drop in.

Book Launch of Race to 
the Kill: Sean Denton 3 

Tuesday 26 September 
6.30-8pm | York Explore
Join Helen Cadbury’s friends, 
family, publisher and agent 
to celebrate the launch of the 
thrilling third novel in the Sean 
Denton series. Race to the Kill 
sees Sean build on his success 
as a PCSO in To Catch A Rabbit, 
and a response PC in Bones in 
the Nest, as he gets closer than 
ever to his goal of becoming 
a detective. Free event, but 
booking essential.

Use this voucher to get 10% discount 
off Helen Cadbury’s new novel Race 
to the Kill at Waterstones York from 21 
September to 10 November 2017.

See over for terms  
and conditions.

Murder at The Writers’ House: 
An Ann Cleeves Murder Mystery 

Wednesday 27 September
6-7.30pm | Clifton Explore
Join us to use your little grey 
cells to solve the mystery of the 
murder at the Writers’ House 
in this murder mystery event 
devised by Ann Cleeves author 
of the Vera Stanhope and the 
Shetland series. Adults. £5. 

Wednesday 20 September
6-7.30pm | York Explore
An extraordinary young woman, 
born into an ambitious family; 
destined to be the focus of 
scandal and calumny. Alison 
Weir weaves new research and 
theories into the dark, powerful 
tale of Henry VIII’s second wife, 
Anne Boleyn. Adults. £7.50.

Alison Weir: Anne Boleyn 
A King’s Obsession

It was good to discover 
others who were also 

reading regeneration and 
to talk about the book with 
them. Reading a different type 
of book to my usual reading 
material

10% OFF
Helen Cadbury’s new novel 

Race to the Kill

#

I have taken several 
copies which my 

colleagues at work are reading 
and we have organised our own 
book club meeting in December 
to discuss ‘Regeneration’
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Poetry at York Explore

Archives Blitz-It:  
Crime and Punishment

Friday 29 September
10am-12noon, 12.45-2.45pm 
and 3.30-5.30pm | York Explore
At York Explore we hold a large 
collection of archives relating to 
crime and punishment, from the 
organisation of York Castle Gaol 
to court books and records of 
the debtors prison. Join us as we 
get hands-on with some of these 
amazing archives, cataloguing 
them to international standards 
and helping make them available 
to the public to research. No 
experience is necessary – just bring 
your enthusiasm! Adults. Free but 
booking essential.

PolliNation community arts 
workshops using microscopic 
images of pollen as a starting 
point

Saturday 30 September
9.30am-1pm and 1-1.30pm | 
York Explore
Come and contribute to a 
brilliant community arts project 
where images of microscopic 
pollen will be used to inspire the 
creation of an art installation for 
York Explore Library in November 
2017. Open to all abilities. 14 
yrs and over. If parents would 
like younger children to attend, 
they must be accompanied by 
an adult. Free. Book a place 
at www.yortime.org.uk or call 
our enrolments line on 01904 
552806.

Thursday 28 September
During opening hours | All 
libraries
Look out for random acts 
of poetry in all our libraries 
throughout the day. See page 9 
for more details. All Ages. Free. 
Drop in.

Thursday 28 September
6.45-8pm | York Explore
Enjoyment guaranteed! Listen 
to poets Daniel Gustaffson, Lyn 
Langford and David Borrott 
with a glass in your hand, at our 
relaxed and welcoming poetry 
evening. Adults. £3.

National Poetry Day 

Finding the Words

Poetry Workshop with 
Anna Woodford 

Thursday 28 September 
2.30-4.30pm | York Explore
Anna Woodford - creator of the 
exhibition T(here) on display at 
York Explore – invites you to join 
her for this lively informal creative 
writing workshop We will also be 
looking at free writing and poems 
on freedom by writers from Jack 
Mapanje to Emily Dickinson. 
Beginners and experienced 
writers welcome. Bring a pen, 
paper and a sense of adventure! 
Adults. Free, but booking 
essential.

I enjoyed seeing such 
a good programme 

put together attracting 
lots of people who wouldn’t 
necessarily attend other 
literary events in the city.
Loved the idea of lots of people 
reading the same book at the 
same time. Will enquire about 
other activities now.

TERMS & CONDITIONS
This discount voucher can only be used once per 
person with one discount voucher to be used per 
transaction. Discount voucher cannot be used with 
any other voucher, coupon or store offer. Discount 
voucher can only be used at time of purchase and not 
retrospectively. Discount voucher can only be used in 
Waterstones York and not in any other Waterstones 
stores or on Waterstones.com. Discount voucher applies 
only to the book described and not any 
other item. Waterstones York reserve the 
right to withdraw vouchers at any time.

#
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Prison Life – a Tour with 
Original Objects to Handle

Saturday 30 September
11-11.45am | York Castle  
Museum
The site where the museum 
now stands has been a place 
of justice and imprisonment for 
around 1,000 years. Visit the 
Debtors’ prison building, and the 
Prison Experience displays and 
find out about the poor sanitary 
arrangements, the punishments 
and the exercise which felons 
faced every day. The tour is 
followed by the opportunity to 
handle original prison objects 
from  the past two centuries. 
Adults. Free (normal museum 
admission applies). Booking 
necessary, please book online at 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/
york-castle-museum-6735729349

Getting Carter: Ted Lewis 
and The Birth Of Brit Noir 

Sunday 1 October
2-3.30pm | York Explore
Join Nick Triplow, the biographer 
of Ted Lewis, in conversation with 
fellow crime writer, Nick Quantrill.
Ted Lewis was a Brit noir pioneer 
and author of the novel Jack’s 
Return Home, which was adapted 
by Mike Hodges as the seminal 
British gangster film, Get Carter.
Adults. £5.

Get Carter

Monday 2 October
6-8.45pm | City Screen
Landmark British thriller and 
possibly Britain’s most hard hitting 
and stylish gangster movie. Jack 
Carter (Michael Caine), a stylish 
but brutal criminal, travels to 
Newcastle from London in an 
attempt to discover the real 
cause behind the suspicious 
death of his brother.  As the 
sinister facts behind his brother’s 
death begin to unfold, so does 
Jack’s aggressive and corrupt 
personality. Certificate 18. Adults 
£7.50, £5.50 for City Screen 
members. www.picturehouses.
com, telephone: 0871 902 5726  
In-person: At City Screen Box 
Office.

Criminally Good Fiction – 
Writing Murder

Tuesday 3 October
6.30-7.30pm | Clifton Explore
Cath Staincliffe talks about a life 
writing crime, asks why so many 
of us are drawn to murder stories 
and discusses her latest novel 
The Girl in the Green Dress. 
Adults. £5.

How To Commit the  
Perfect Murder 

Wednesday 4 October
2.30-5.30pm | Haxby Explore at  
Wigginton Recreation Hall
Join award-winning author 
Alison Taft in this three-hour fun 
workshop. Plan, plot and start 
writing your own crime story. All 
levels of experience welcome. 
This event is sponsored by York 
Literature 
Festival. 
Adults. Free, 
but booking 
essential.

I think the shared 
reading experience is 

the highlight of the whole 
thing for me. It takes me over 
2 months to complete reading 
a novel, so a reading group is 
not really suitable for me. I’ve 
enjoyed every BCR that I’ve 
done so far.

I thought it was a 
wonderful and diverse 

range of events. The range of 
events meant that there was 
something to promote to all 
of our learners. It was good to 
see lots of free events, too. 
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Fun Palaces 

Saturday 7 October  
& Sunday 8 October
Fun Palaces will be happening 
across the UK and beyond 
during the weekend of 7 and 8 
October. Fun Palaces create fun, 
free events that bring together 
arts and sciences – but above all 
people – to work together, create 
together, have fun together, 
and in doing so, build our own 
communities, from the grassroots 
up. Find out what is happening 
and how you can get involved by 
visiting your local Explore Library. 
All Ages. Free

Explore North Yorkshire 
Police online

Thursday 12 October
12:30-1.30pm | York Explore
An introduction to reporting 
crime, engaging with police 
services and obtaining news and 
advice via the website and social 
media of North Yorkshire Police. 
Adults. Free. Booking essential. 
Please contact 01904 552828 to 
reserve your place.

1900’s Retro Games Night

Thursday 12 October
5.30-7.30pm | York Explore
Do you fancy a trip back down 
memory lane to the days when 
games were made out of 
cardboard and plastic? None of 
these electronics, just you, your 
friends and a good time playing. 
Adults. Free. Booking essential

PolliNation community arts 
workshops using microscopic 
images of pollen as a starting 
point

Saturday 14 October
9.30am-1pm and 1-3.30pm |
York Explore
Come and contribute to a 
brilliant community arts project 
where images of microscopic 
pollen will be used to inspire the 
creation of an art installation  for 
York Explore Library in November 
2017.  Open to all abilities. 14 
yrs & over. If parents would like 
younger children to attend, 
they must be accompanied by 
an adult. Free. Book a place 
at www.yortime.org.uk or call 
our enrolments line on 01904 
552806.

A wonderful initiative 
that brought our whole 

family reading together.

I have encouraged 
friends to read this 

book and we have this shared 
experience. The talks have 
added to the enjoyment and 
widened my knowledge.

Bannocks and Blood: An  
Ann Cleeves Murder Mystery

Saturday 14 October
7.30-9pm | Bishopthorpe Li-
brary
Join us to use your little grey 
cells to solve the mystery of the 
murder at Sunday Tea in this 
murder mystery event devised 
by Ann Cleeves author of the 
Vera Stanhope and the Shetland 
series. Adults. £5. Tickets 
available at Bishopthorpe Library 
only. 

Sophie Hannah - Did 
You See Melody?

Thursday 5 October
6.30-7.30pm | York Explore
Internationally bestselling crime 
writer Sophie Hannah will discuss 
her new psychological thriller Did 
You See Melody? and the sources 
and inspirations behind this 
remarkable book. Adults. £7.50.
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Traitors, Rebels and Assassins! 
– Threats to Tudor Kings and 
Queens

Monday 16 October
2-4pm | York Explore
WEA tutor Pete Hanlon will lead 
a presentation and discussion 
which will explore the threats to 
the Tudor monarchs - political 
plots, rebellions, executions 
and invasion attempts. A taste 
of gruesome things to come! 
Adults. Free, but booking 
essential.

Bannocks and Blood: An Ann 
Cleeves Murder Mystery

Tuesday 17 October
6-8pm | Dringhouses Library
Join us to use your little grey 
cells to solve the mystery of the 
murder at Sunday Tea in this 
murder mystery event devised 
by Ann Cleeves author of the 
Vera Stanhope and the Shetland 
series. Adults. £5. Tickets 
available at Dringhouses Library 
only. Refreshments provided.

Psychological perspectives on 
the experiences of vulnerable 
migrants

Tuesday 17 October
6-7pm | York Explore
Professor Jamie Hacker Hughes 
and Professor William Yule 
lead a panel discussion on how 
psychology can help protect 
and improve the experience of 
vulnerable migrants in the UK. It 
will explore the impact of cultural 
and language barriers as well as 
the effect of migration and their 
journey to the UK. Adults. Free, 
but booking essential.

Discover Goodreads 

Wednesday 18 October
12.30–1.30pm  | Acomb Explore
Join us to discover how you can 
engage with millions of likeminded 
readers online, share your reading 
history, discover new books and 
authors and more with Goodreads. 
Adults. Free. Booking essential. 
Please contact 01904 552651 to 
reserve your place.

How To Commit the 
Perfect Murder

Wednesday 18 October
1.30-4.30pm | York Explore
Join award-winning author 
Alison Taft in this three-hour fun 
workshop. Plan, plot and start 
writing your own crime story. All 
levels of experience welcome. 
This event is sponsored by 
York Literature 
Festival. 
Adults. Free,  
but booking 
essential.

Frances Brody and the Kate 
Shackleton Mysteries 

Sunday 15 October
2-4.30pm | Haxby Memorial Hall
An insight in to the Kate 
Shackleton books with the 
author Frances Brody. Adults. 
£5. Available online from www.
haxbymemorialhall.co.uk or by 
post to Denise Moss. 16 Mallard 
Way, Haxby, York. YO32 3NG 
Please enclose a stamped, self 
addressed envelope. Tickets will 
also be available on the door.

I am new to York to 
learnt some of the 

history and great to see such 
a big cultural event going on 
outside of London. 

There was so much 
choice - a good thing, 

but also a not so good thing 
because it made the choice 
difficult. Great to promote 
reading, so important.
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1900’s Retro Games 
Family Afternoon

Saturday 21 October
2.30-4.30pm | York Explore
Do you remember the days when 
you used to play games with 
your friends and family? Games 
that didn’t require an electronic 
device! Why not bring your family 
along to show them the fun and 
entertainment of board games 
from the 1900’s. Enjoy some 
freshly sourced homemade food 
and hot or cold drinks from our 
café. Families. Free.

North Yorkshire Police 
Information Drop in and 
Property Marking

Saturday 28 October
10am-2pm | York Explore
What is property marking ? 
The North Yorkshire Police’s 
innovative dot peen property 
marking scheme is the first and 
biggest of its kind in the UK. 
They are offering the service 
free of charge to help you 
protect your valuable items. 
Families. Free. Drop in.

Bannocks and Blood: An Ann 
Cleeves Murder Mystery 

Saturday 28 October 
7-9pm | Haxby Explore at Oaken 
Grove Community Centre
Join us to use your little grey 
cells to solve the mystery of the 
murder at Sunday Tea in this 
murder mystery event devised 
by Ann Cleeves author of the 
Vera Stanhope and the Shetland 
series. Adults. £5. Refreshments 
provided.

Explore North Yorkshire 
Police online

Tuesday 24 October
10-11am | Tang Hall Explore
An introduction to reporting 
crime, engaging with police 
services and obtaining news and 
advice via the website and social 
media of North Yorkshire Police. 
Adults Free. Booking essential. 
Please contact 01904 552655 to 
reserve your place.

The Game’s Afoot: An encounter 
with Sherlock Holmes and Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle

Wednesday 25 October
6.30-7.30pm | York Explore
David Stuart Davies brings the 
story of the great detective 
Sherlock Holmes and his creator 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle to life in 
this one man play first presented at 
the Edinburgh Fringe. Adults. £5.

Refugees, asylum and women’s 
human trafficking in fiction: a 
discussion

Thursday 19 October
6.30-7.30pm | York Explore
Come and join a discussion 
led by Claire Chambers which 
starts with the idea of an ‘unsafe 
haven’. We will explore fiction 
inspired by one of the greatest 
human rights catastrophes 
in living memory: the global 
refugee crisis. Adults. £3.

Poetry at York Explore

Thursday 26 October
6.45-8pm | York Explore
Enjoyment guaranteed! Listen to 
poets from Yorkshire and beyond 
with a glass in your hand, at our 
relaxed and welcoming poetry 
evening. Adults. £3.

Finding the Words

History Wardrobe presents 
The Red Ribbon

Saturday 28 October 
7-8.30pm | Dunnington Library 
Reading Room
History Wardrobe Presents The 
Red Ribbon. Costume historian 
Lucy Adlington invites you into the 
wonderful world of fashion, fabrics 
and home-sewing in the 1940s, to 
celebrate the publication of her 
new novel The Red Ribbon – an 
amazing story inspired by the 
dressmakers of Auschwitz. Adults. 
£5. Tickets available at Dunnington 
Library only.
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Zombies in York 

Monday 30 October
5.30-7pm | York
Our scientists have discovered that 
a mystery virus is turning people 
into Zombies. Come along and 
help them to work out how we 
can stop the virus spreading and 
infecting everyone in York. We 
need you to look at all the clues, go 
through all the information on what 
is happening and be a problem 
solver. Above all we need you to 
come up with a solution that will 
save us all! Children aged 8-12, 
an accompanying adult must stay. 
Free, but booking advised.

Murder Ballads at The Exhibition

Monday 30 October 
7.30-10pm | The Exhibition, 
Bootham
Murder Ballads are traditional 
songs recounting true-ish tales 
of the evil that men (and women) 
do - love and hate, crime and 
punishment, injustice and revenge. 
Join us for a murder ballads open 
mic night in the atmospheric 
environs of The Exhibition. Bring 
us songs, poetry and flash fiction – 
classic ballads like “In The Pines” 
or “Rose Connelly”, something of 
your own invention, new takes on 
old themes – all are welcome! If 
you’d like to perform please email 
sarah.peploe@exploreyork.org.uk 
to book a spot.  And remember 
that death is not the end. Adults. 
Free. Drop-in.

Death at the Dig: Murder 
Mystery with Kate Ellis 

Tuesday 31 October
6.30-8.30pm | York Explore
Who murdered distinguished 
archaeologist Professor Digson? 
With four suspects the audience 
must play detective and name 
the culprit in our 1920s Murder 
Mystery Death at the Dig hosted 
by crime writer Kate Ellis. Adults 
£7.50.

Family Day 

Tuesday 31 October
1-4pm | York Explore
A family fun filled day involving 
techies, coders digital makers 
and artists. You’ll also get the 
chance to show us your inner 
detective by hunting for clues, 
wrestle with tricky problems and 
finally solve the mystery in the 
library. The WEA will be running 
some special activities for 
younger children in the Children’s 
Library. Families and children 
Free. Drop in activities during the 
day.

Discover E-reading with Explore

Monday 30 October
2.30-3.30pm | Clifton Explore
An introduction to reading 
e-books, audio-books and 
e-magazines via the Explore 
E-library.  Adults. Free. Booking 
essential. Please contact 01904 
552662 to reserve your place.

Went and listened to 
talks I never thought I 

would, about topics that were 
completely new to me. Met new 
people and had fun 

I thought the programme 
of events was varied and 

interesting - something for 
everyone. I am really excited 
by what Explore/big city read 
is doing.

Family Day Hack Media Camp 
2017 – Cross PolliNation

Wednesday 1 November
10am-4pm | York Explore
Cross-PolliNation is our very 
first hack media camp at York 
Explore, bringing together 
techies, coders, digital makers, 
artists and local people to work 
together on a challenge using 
technology and media arts to 
create something unique in a 
day. Families and children. Free, 
but booking essential.
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Family Day 

Saturday 4 November
10am-1pm | Acomb Explore
Show us your inner detective as 
you hunt for clues, wrestle with 
tricky problems and try our crafts. 
Diane from WEA will be running 
a “To Catch a Rabbit” hunt and 
playing Bunny Bingo. Families 
and children. Free. Drop in 
activities during the morning.

Crime and Hard Times by 
the Dirty River: An evening 
of Hull Noir

Thursday 2 November
6-7.30pm | York Explore
Hull Noir 2017 is a crime-writing 
festival featuring the best of 
British and international crime 
fiction. We’re proud to be taking 
a taste of the festival, the city’s 
first, on the road to York’s Big 
City Read with writers David Mark 
and Louise Beech, whose work 
takes readers from the shadowy 
backstreets of Hull Old Town to 
the waterfront, and David Young, 
who is no stranger to the city. 
Devised as part of Hull’s year as 
the UK City of Culture 2017, the 
event promises to be uniquely 
‘Hull’, and is chaired by crime 
author, Nick Quantrill. Adults. 
£7.50

Explore North Yorkshire 
Police online

Wednesday 1 November
12.30-1.30pm  | Acomb Explore
An introduction to reporting 
crime, engaging with police 
services and obtaining news and 
advice via the website and social 
media of North Yorkshire Police. 
Adults. Free. Booking essential. 
Please contact 01904 552651 to 
reserve your place.

Golden Age Crime with 
Martin Edwards

Wednesday 1 November
2-4pm | Copmanthorpe Library
Classic Crime Fiction is enjoying 
an international renaissance. 
Come and hear Martin Edwards, 
president of the Detection Club, 
and consultant to the British 
Library’s bestselling series of 
Crime Classics talking about his 
passion for the golden age of 
crime. Adults. £5.

Fabulous varied 
programme with 

excellent content. I’m new to 
York and it was mind-blowing! 
I’d have gone to more events if 
I’d been aware sooner.

Pamela Hartshorne: Writing 
Elizabethan York

Saturday 4 November
2-4pm | New Earswick Library
New Earswick Library is 
welcoming historical novelist 
Pamela Hartshorne for a 
special event to talk about her 
inspirations and research for her 
Elizabethan novels set in York. 
Pamela is a fascinating speaker 
who enjoys sharing her extensive 
knowledge of Elizabethan York, 
its people, buildings and way of 
life. Adults. £5.

Castle Museum Book Club  
Special – To Catch a Rabbit

Saturday 4 November
3-4.30pm | York Castle Museum
Join fellow readers at the 
Museum to discuss and explore 
this year’s Big City Read Book, 
To Catch a Rabbit by Helen 
Cadbury. A tour of the Prison 
Experience exhibition in the 
Debtors’ Prison building will 
follow the discussion. Adults 
Free (normal museum admission 
applies). Book online https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/
castle-museum-book-club-
special-to-catch-a-rabbit-by-
helen-cadbury-4th-november-
300-430pm-tickets-34790671836.
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Who Broke the Library Window? 

Thursday 14 September to  
Friday 10 November | 
during Library opening hours
All York Libraries
Follow the clues around the 
library to find the letters that will 
reveal the name of the culprit. 
Children aged 5+.

A Taste of Mindfulness

Monday 6 November
6.30-7.30pm | York Explore
This mindfulness session 
will focus on nurturing and 
being good to ourselves; and 
will explore how to develop 
awareness of our own health and 
wellbeing. Ticket price includes a 
hot drink and cake. Adults. £10.

Poetry Workshop with  
Carole Bromley:  
Migrations and Margins

Tuesday 7 November 
10am-4pm | York Explore
Poetry workshop led by Carole 
Bromley exploring some of the 
themes from this year’s Big City 
Read. Participants will experiment 
with different approaches and 
write drafts of poems, taking 
themes of migration, inner 
cities and life at the margins as 
a starting point.  Technical as 
well as tutorial support will be 
available. Adults. £20.

Mark Billingham and 
Chris Brookmyre 

Friday 10 November
6-7.30pm | York Explore
Mark Billingham and Chris 
Brookmyre are two of the UK’s 
best crime writers, raconteurs, 
and a fantastic double act. 
Join us at the final event of this 
year’s Big City Read for brilliant 
anecdotes, belly laughs, and 
an unmissable performance. 
Definitely not one for the faint-
hearted. Along the way they will 
be discussing Love Like Blood, 
Mark’s most daring novel to date 
and Want You Gone, the eighth 
book in Chris Brookmyre’s Jack 
Parlabane series. Adults. £8.

Our organisation 
enjoyed being a part 

of a bigger connected event 
in York and particularly 
liked the unique cross-over 
between different events 
and subjects meaning that it 
brought together an unusual 
set of parties around a 
common theme.

I didn’t get chance to 
access many of the 

linked events but I think 
the whole big city read is an 
amazing concept and gives a 
lot to the community. As well 
as encouraging reading books 
you might not normally have 
chosen to read.

Poetry at York Explore

Thursday 16 November
6.45-8pm | York Explore
Enjoyment guaranteed! Listen to 
poets from Yorkshire and beyond 
with a glass in your hand, at our 
relaxed and welcoming poetry 
evening. Adults. £3.

Finding the Words

Loved the idea of lots 
of people reading the 

same book at the same time. 
Will enquire about other 
activities now.
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27 October to 24 November | 
during Library opening hours
York Explore
PolliNation is a community 
arts installation inspired by 
microscopic images of pollen and 
created from over 300 individual 
hexagons for the Telling the 
bees project. Telling the Bees 
is a 12 month project bringing 
drama, design storytelling, media 
arts and the maker movement 
together to explore playful, 
immersive ways to understand 
environmental issues and share 
future visions about bees and 
beekeeping.   

Be a Museum Detective 

Thursday 14 September to  
Friday 10 November |  
during Museum opening hours
York Army Museum
Calling all Supersleuths – do 
you have what it takes to be a 
museum detective?  Collect a 
trail from the museum desk and 
see what you can discover. 
Children aged 5+. Activity is free 
but usual museum admission 
charges apply.

PolliNation art installation

It was good to be able to 
go to the pop up reading 

group so soon after I had 
finished the book. The people 
from the Tuke Centre were 
so helpful with their input as 
were other participants. I had 
not expected to learn as much 
as I did and with such good 
company. The Mindfulness in 
a Bun was also an enjoyable 
and a good learning curve. 
We learned how to practise 
Mindfulness and had further 
help with a meditation for ten 
minutes

Younger Readers – Shorter stories
Guy  Bass | Spynosaur
Spynosaur is Department 6’s not-so secret weapon. 
Created by mysterious science rays, Spynosaur has the 
mind of a super spy and the body of a dinosaur. This 
first book in a new series is a fast paced, tongue in 
cheek, funny adventure with plenty of knowing nods to 
the spy genre.

Pamela  Butchart | Pugley solves a crime
Pugly tries his hand at sleuthing when he suspects 
Glitterpuff the poodle of hiding something. He is a 
pug with aspirations and dreams. While his owner is 
at school, he bakes cakes, builds space rockets and 
solves crimes. However things never go entirely to 
plan! This is an amusing tale, with a self-confident main 
character, who has feisty clever friends.
 
Caryl  Hart | Piglet Pickle
Best friends Nell and Freddie return home from a 
school trip with a pig which accidentally helps them 
stop a gang of thieves. First in a new series, this is a 
sweet, humorous story with charming characters and 
some delightful illustrations.

Jonny  Zucker | The fleas who fight crime
Buzz and Itch are fleas. They both want to be insect 
detectives and catch insect criminals. So when they 
team up, the baddies of Larva Town had better watch 
out!

Younger Readers – Longer stories
Phil Earle | Superhero Street
When mum foils a bank robbery while on duty 
as a lollipop lady, she and Mouse are lauded as 
superheroes. Joining forces with Mouse are The Z List 
- a group of unlikely crime-fighters. But in their midst is 
a traitor hell-bent on revenge. The chatty style makes 
this great fun to read.

Lyn  Gardner | Rose Campion and the stolen secret
When murder threatens to destroy the music hall, Rose 
will need all her performance skills to crack the crime 
and delve into a murky past of blackmail, subterfuge 
and abduction. If you like historical stories, with lots 
of mystery, this is for you. Aimed at older Key Stage 2 
readers due to content.

Anthony  Horowitz | The French Confection
 In this short, snappy adventure, the hard-up Diamond 
Brothers, Tim and Nick, win a weekend for two in 
Paris, and it looks as if their luck is taking a turn for the 
better. But looks can be deceptive. No sooner have 

BIG CITY READ 
Children’s book 

list – mystery and  
adventure stories

 |  THE BIG CITY READ 2017  THE BIG CITY READ 2017  | 36 37



they arrived in the capital than the brothers are up to 
their necks in danger, as they get involved in a drug 
smuggling operation.

Eva Ibbotson | The Beasts of Clawstone Castle
This entertaining comic adventure should appeal to 
younger readers, as two children try to foil a criminal 
plot with the help of a team of homeless, scary ghosts.

Robin  Stevens | Cream buns and crime
Fans of the award-winning, bestselling Murder Most 
Unladylike series will love this short story addition 
with mini-mysteries, two of them brand-new, never 
seen before stories. It also includes Daisy and Hazel’s 
own tips, tricks and facts, making it a perfect book for 
budding detectives.

Older Readers
Leigh Bardugo | Six of Crows
Criminal prodigy Kaz Brekker has been offered wealth 
beyond his wildest dreams. But to claim it, he’ll have to 
pull off a seemingly impossible heist. One of a series, 
with gritty adventure and lots of action.

Peter Jay Black | Lockdown, Urban Outlaws 3
In this third story in the series, the Urban Outlaws have 
been betrayed - and defeated. Or so Hector thought 
when he stole the world’s most advanced computer 
virus. But Hector will need to try much harder than 
just crossing the Atlantic if he wants to outsmart Jack 
and his team. A great story for those who love a fast 
moving adventure!

Jennifer Donnelly | These Shallow Graves
Josephine Montfort is from one of New York’s oldest, 
most respected, and wealthiest families. Like most 
well-off girls, her future looks set - finishing school, 
marriage, and she’ll want for nothing. 
But when Jo’s father is found dead in his study after an 
alleged accident, her life becomes far more exciting 
than even Jo would wish. Unable to accept that her 
father could have been so careless, she begins to 
investigate his death with the help of a young reporter, 
Eddie Gallagher. This has a great mystery with a great 
sense of place and lots of shifty characters!

Cameron McAllister | The Demon Undertaker
Lock your doors!  A kidnapper known as ‘The Demon 
Undertaker’ is on the loose! Young Thomas Fielding, 
nephew of the Chief Magistrate, stumbled across the 
villain and gave chase. Can he and the Bow Street 
Detectives catch the Demon Undertaker before he 
snatches his next victim in this pacy, gothic tale?

Alex  Wheatle | Crongton Knights
Strayed off his turf on a ‘heroic’ (if misguided) mission 
to help out a girl, McKay finds himself facing a friend’s 
crazy ex-boyfriend, some power-tripping hood-rats 
and a notoriously violent gangster with a vendetta 
which hits too close to home. The setting may be gritty 
and, at times, pretty grim, but this is a witty & moving 
tale of friendship with lively characters who ultimately 
triumph against the odds.
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